
AN OPEN LETTER FROM AMERICA’S BUSINESS COMMUNITY 
SUPPORTING COASTAL ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION 

 
 

June 15, 2011 
 
 
As companies and industry trade associations with a keen business interest in healthy coastal, estuarine, and 
riverine ecosystems, we urge your strong support for federal habitat restoration programs that are essential 
components to restoring the health and vitality of these areas.  In addition to the resulting ecological benefits, 
these programs yield immense economic benefits that we believe justify sustained federal investment. 
 
The nation’s coasts and rivers are critical to Americans’ lives, livelihoods, and property.  When healthy, and 
sustainably managed, these areas support and protect countless commercial and recreational industries, from 
shipping and energy development, to sport fishing and kayaking.  Because of their abundance, beauty, and 
ability to support and protect human populations, a vast majority of Americans choose to live and work in 
and near these ecosystems.  However, ever-increasing demands placed on these areas have resulted in 
substantial habitat loss requiring restoration efforts to reverse these trends. 
 
For more than a decade, NOAA’s restoration programs, USDA’s suite of conservation programs, and the 
Army Corps’ restoration initiatives – to name a few – have worked together to support successful on-the-
ground restoration projects through non-regulatory approaches that emphasize community engagement and 
public-private partnerships.  As private stakeholders in these projects, we contribute to their success through 
a variety of means – by providing financial support, goods and services, networking opportunities, and 
employees who donate their time to volunteer in local projects.  Importantly, we value the financial and 
partnership opportunities available through these federal programs, which support private investment and 
sustained economic gains. 
 
Restoration programs are also helping to create jobs in our industries, while benefiting local and regional 
coastal economies that generate more than half the nation’s GDP.  A recent study1 shows that every $50 
million invested in restoration can create nearly 1,500 new jobs.  In addition, the resulting cleaner water and 
more abundant habitats indirectly support further job creation in local economies by improving land values, 
supporting commercial fishing, improving tourism, and creating new business and recreational opportunities. 
 
Unfortunately, America’s coastal, estuarine, and riverine habitats continue to decline – approaching 80 to 95 
percent in some areas – and tens of thousands of small dams that no longer serve a necessary function 
continue to block migratory fish access to 600,000 miles of rivers and streams.  These facts became 
astoundingly clear through a recent funding competition2 that demonstrated a $3 billion backlog of more than 
800 shovel-ready restoration projects across the country.  This represents a clear opportunity for the federal 
government to cost-effectively support activities that will improve both the short- and long-term 
environmental and economic health of the United States, and we stand ready and willing to assist in that 
endeavor. 
 
 

                                                            
1 Fayanju, “Profiles in Restoration.” 

2 NOAA Community‐based Restoration Program 30‐day funding opportunity through the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act 
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We thank you for your leadership on this issue, and respectfully request your support for federal restoration 
efforts that are making a difference nationwide. 
 
Contact Chris Lyons at Restore America’s Estuaries (clyons@estuaries.org or 703-524-0248) with questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Kurt J. Nagle 
President and CEO 

American Association  
of Port Authorities 

 
 
 

Kevin E. Hedge 
Managing Partner 

BlueWing Environmental 
Solutions & Technologies 

 
 
 

Tim Feather 
Vice President 

CDM 

 
 
 
 

Patrick J. Hester 
Chair 

Corporate Wetlands 
Restoration Partnership 

 
 
 

Christopher Wallen 
Vice President 

Dynamic Solutions 

 
 

Gordon Robertson 
Vice President 

American Sportfishing 
Association 

 
 
 

Liv Andreassen 
Account Manager 

Blue Circle Foods, LLC 

 
 
 

Steve Lavinder 
Vice President 
CH2M HILL 

 
 
 
 

Mark A. Sutton 
Principal 

Dixon Marine Services, Inc. 

 
 
 

 
Keith Bowers, RLA, PWS 

President 
Ecological Restoration  
and Management, Inc. 

 

Keith Bowers, RLA, PWS 
President 

Biohabitats, Inc. 

 
 
 
 

Peter Briggs 
Owner 

Briggs Mfg. 

 
 
 

Karri Mahmoud 
Compliance and Regulatory  

Affairs-Environmental 
Cheniere Energy, Inc. 

 
 
 

Barry Holliday 
Executive Director 

Dredging Contractors of America 

 
 
 

Danny Moran 
Managing Director 

Ecosystem Renewal 
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Dennis Greaney 
President 

Environmental Restoration LLC 

 
 
 
 

Susanne von Rosenberg, P.E. 
Principal 

GAIA Consulting, Inc. 

 
 
 

Jon Firooz 
Vice President of Marketing 

In-Situ, Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Verne Shortell 
Executive Director, 

Environmental Business 
NRG Energy 

 
 
 

John Mohr 
Executive Director 

Port of Everett 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Calvin L. Ernst 
President 

Ernst Conservation Seeds, Inc. 

 
 

Jeffrey E. Boyer 
Department Manager 

Gleim Environmental Group 

 
 
 

William J. Rase, III 
Port Director 

Lake Charles Harbor  
and Terminal District 

 
 
 

Phillip C. Allen 
Port Director 

Port Everglades 

 
 
 
 

Dean R. Haen 
Port Manager 

Port of Green Bay 

 
 
 
 
 

Ann Borgonovo 
Vice President 

ESA PWA 

 
 

 
Vance Hum 

President and CEO 
IMSG 

 
 
 
 
 

Russell H. Boudreau, P.E. 
Senior Coastal Engineer/ 

Associate VP 
Moffatt & Nichol 

 
 
 
 

Charles Sheldon 
Executive Director 

Port of Bellingham 

 
 
 
 

Gary LaGrange 
Port Director 

Port of New Orleans 
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Stephanie Jones Stebbins 
Director, Seaport 

Environmental and 
Planning Programs 

Port of Seattle 

 
 
 

Thomas F. Ries 
Executive Vice President/ 

Principal Scientist 
Scheda Ecological Associates, Inc. 

 
 
 

Simon Rich 
General Manager 

Steven’s Towing Co. 

 
 
 

Sean M. McGraw 
Director of Government Relations 

Weston Solutions, Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frank Nutter 
President 

Reinsurance Association 
of America 

 
 
 
 

John Turner 
President 

Seagrass Recovery, Inc. 

 
 
 
 

Stanley M. Kroh 
Manager of Land &  

Water Programs 
Tampa Electric Company 

 
 
 

Mark Nardolillo 
President and CEO 
BEM Systems, Inc. 

Storm Cunningham 
CEO 

REVITALIZ, LLC 

 
 
 
 
 

Claude Griffin 
Social Investment Program 

Manager - Environment 
 

 
 
 

Mark D. Sickles 
Corporate and Government 

Relations 
Weeks Marine 

 
 
 

 


